
The soil recipe book
Bigger Blooms

No Weeds
Less Work

Conserve Water
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What do you think about your garden soil?

Does it have a wonderful, warm, fragrant smell? 

Is your soil a beautiful rich dark brown? 

Can you easily slide in your shovel to plant something new?

When you grab a handful, & squeeze it firmly, does it

bind lightly?  Does your soil contain worms?

If you answered ‘No’ to any of these
questions then your gardening is
harder than it should be.
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Throughout the U.S., Canada and Europe,
I‘ve talked to gardeners about
their personal secrets for creating lush,
beautiful organic gardens.   It all starts with
the soil!  

I compared many soil recipes from some
of the most famous organic gardens in the
world and adjusted this soil recipe for
gardens located in challenging climates.
 As a garden designer, I’ve used this recipe
in hundreds of gardens; it was fine-tuned in
my own personal half-acre garden as well.
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•   You won’t have weeds because weeds can’t grow in good
     organic soil.  (Think about it: Weeds grow in poor soil, in
     between cracks in concrete, in the dirt blown into gravel
     and rocks.
•  You will never need to fertilize, because the organics
    continue to develop and become richer.  The bacteria and
    mycorrhizae develop the micronutrients that plants need.
.

When you use this organic soil recipe

Mycorrhizae are symbiotic relationships that form between
fungi and plants. The fungi colonize the root system of a
host plant, providing increased water and nutrient
absorption capabilities while the plant provides the fungus
with carbohydrates formed from photosynthesis.
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This organic soil will hold a lot of moisture because it
contains rich water-holding ingredients.

Once your plants are in this wonderful soil, your hard
work is done. The plants are happy because you have
provided all the ingredients they need to grow and thrive.  

Your flowers will have bigger
blooms. Your vegetables and
fruit will develop rich, warm
flavor, providing the best
organic nutrition for you.
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                                           Using this soil recipe, your garden will  
                                           be a home for the wildlife you love:  birds,
                                           butterflies, bees and other beneficial      
                                           pollinators.  

                                           If all this seems almost unbelievably
easy…consider a forest. This is where you can see the entire
circle of life I’ve just described, at its best.  

A forest is THE perfect environment.  Forests have been in
existence for thousands of years.  The naturally organic soil
provides perfect food for micro-organisms and holds all the
water necessary.  There are no weeds and all the plants and
animals co-exist in a mutually beneficial, healthy
environment. 
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With this soil recipe, you
are creating a mutually
beneficial, healthy

environment in your own
backyard.  

•  50% your own garden soil
•  25% compost/mulch --  

•  10% composted steer manure    
     
•  10% alfalfa pellets 

•  5% superphosphate (0-25-0) or
           (0-50-0)

The Recipe

(available from all garden centers)

(I prefer forest compost or forest mulch)

(available from feed stores)

The alfalfa pellets are a slowrelease nitrogen and
contain a natural growth hormone beneficial to plants.  
This is for the green part or body of the plant.
Superphosphate is a slowrelease organic nutrient that
feeds the roots and blooms of the plant.
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Rototill it all in and the soil is ready
for your entire garden.  

 If you have a small garden, or pots on
your patio,  just purchase some basic
top soil or bagged garden soil – with no
additional additives and mix in the
steer manure, a couple handfuls of
alfalfa pellets and half a handful of
superphosphate.  

Now add flowers
with ideas from my book on Perennials, the second part of

having a beautiful, easycare and water wise garden.
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